Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 01116 08141 1Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 
/085 W 

081412Z 072212/43 

R 081247Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7027 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 1116 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS RESOLVED 

1 . PRESS REPORTED MARCH 8 THAT CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE 
REACHED CONSENSUS ON COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT. OVAMBOS HAD REQUESTED TWO MINISTERS ON 
BASIS THEIR LARGE POPULATION. SOLUTION REACHED WAS THAT EACH 
OF THE ELEVEN ETHNIC GROUPS WILL HAVE ONE MINISTER. IN ADDITION, 
OVAMBOS WILL BE ALLOWED "ONE FULL TIME DEPUTY MINISTER" WHILE 
ALL OTHER GROUPS WILL HAVE "ONE PART TIME DEPUTY MINISTER." 

2. FINAL MAJOR ISSUE TO BE RESOLVED IS POSITION OF PRIME 
MINISTER. WHITE CONSERVATIVES HAVE OPPOSED CREATION OF OFFICE 
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OF THIS TYPE, RECOMMENDING INSTEAD THAT A CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS BE ELECTED ON A ROTATING BASIS. 
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